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County Council OKs Verizon cable TV deal

® 75,000 customers wil
receive service by the end
of the year, company says

BY Janer Davis
STAFl- WRI1ER

The Coamiy Councll nnanimeus
approvied a franchise agreement Wng
Verizon Cormursications on Tuesday
m provide cable television service to
couniy homes and businesses usng
its underground fiber-opic lines. Ser-
vice will be rolled out to parts of the
county in four phases, bqgmnmbwnh

d serv-

our eonstitaents who will finally have
a choice of cable provider,” said
Councilman Philip M. Andrews (D-
Dist. 3} of Gaithessburg,

Under Verlzon's plan, Bethesda
Patgmac, Germantown, Demascns and
Wheaton would recefve the service first
— within one o tee years afier the
agreement i approved. Other areas,
including Silver Spring, Hockville and
Tekoma Park, would receive service
within-theee to five vears; the Gaithers-
s area within five to seven years,

The vote follows months of con-
tentious discussions between the
council and Verizon over require-
ments in the 15-year agreement and

abeut 75,000 in
ice area by the end of the yer,

The company &lso agreed 1o pro-
vide service to Poolesville-area resi-
dents within three years of signing
up 75,000 subscribers, The upcounty
area was originally scheduled to
receive service only when the
extended service area — which also
ncludes the Agrh:uiru:al Reserve —
reached 6,000 |

its compatibility with similar agree-
mends the county has with Comeast
and BCN. The level of contention,
wihiich resulted in & lawsuit and man-
dated mediation between: the county
and Verizon, has not existed in coun-
i i Hi rd i A Jel

winhch have approved similar agree-
ments with the company Prince

TO LEARN MORE

Residants interested in Veri-
on's new FilS cable television
service should:

W Vet wvawverizon.com, chick on
the FIOS fink ursder “What's Pe”
and eniter a feleatone number to
determine when service wil be
auallable in ther area.

B Cnce available, service can be
ordered by caing Verizon ot
BBH-3133331 or gong to
A URTIZO0 SO,

B instadation takes about 14 days

for pew customers.

munity ceners, government build-
ings and libraries, The company also

must contribute 51 million to the

county's cable fund.

Comeast have malttained that
the agreement is unfalr 1o it because
rt |smquu!dmpmv|d.elleeﬁemcetu

Georgesis slated w app

number of public

and Councilman Michael . Knapp
(D-Dist. 2 of Germantown, who rep-
resents the areq, were concerned
because it was unlikely that the area
could ever meet that requirement.
Verizon will pay the county an
annuel franchise fee of 5 percent of
its gross revenues from its cable TV
Service,
“The big winners today will be

Fvery chising authority s dif-
ferent, We work through the requdre-
ments of each authority Individuath"
\\‘lluamk}lubms.pmxdgnmmmm

hml:hng‘- at the county's reguest.
“I'm concerned about the dispar-

fry fur providing free service o com-

mun!ty facilities because some of

Maryland, said about the It
struggles with Monigomery Cmmlv
Before_the vote, Councilman
Steven A, Sitverman questioned the
Verizon which requires
the company to provide free service
10 127 public buildings, such as com-

ty open-ended, no

matter how mam« TeqUESts are Made

Cﬂmmﬁﬁr{nﬁu?ﬁdﬂﬂ?&m‘mmdsﬂ
verman (DAt large) of Silver Spri

“I'm looking for Eta].n'jzrse 55" pne

“There is no sweet deal.” Reberts

gaid. “You have 10 look at each agree-

“I think the economywill
determine the growth rate
more than any tinkering
with the annual growth

policy.”

Howard A. Denis

“ think the county is in
great hands. [Isiah Leggett
and Marilyn Praisner] are
two of the steadiest pairs of ~ same traffic congestion that

hands in the county.”

Themas E. Perez

“Unless there is some magic
solution . ..
find oursebves stuck in the

we're stuck in now.”
Steven A. Silverman

VERIZON'S PLAN TO EXTEND Fi0S CABLE SERVICE

Service would be rolied out in phases over seven years i approved hy the

Counry Coumneil

T Service available within
12 months to 3 years

8 Service available within
310 5 years

3 semvice av.nld,ls within
Sl 7 e

B8 Senvice avalable within 7 vears, if mose than 6,000 households

] Contiguous service area

SOURTE: WENTRINERY COUNTY COUNCL

ment in totality. Also, there is no need
0 duplicate service being provided
by another company.”

Verizon may begin offering the
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service and rate plans after Council
President George 1. Leventhal (D-At
largel of Takoma Park signs the
agreement later in the week.

we're going to

“I'm frustrated in the fact that
we were never able to really
get across until now that the
achievement gap is not
simply a schools problem.”

Michael L Subin



